6                                      PREFACE

Parts I. and III, Part IL being devoted to the theories
themselves.

The general purpose of Part I. is to explain the terms
and concepts of Part II. More particularly, with a view
to settling the question of the origin of Mohammedan
financial theories, it attempts to determine the degree to
which those theories, as a matter of theoretical possibility,
were subject to foreign influences. Its title, Introduction
to Mohammedan Law, seems at first blush to bear no
relation to these purposes. The connection, however,
becomes at once clear when it is remembered that Mo-
hammedan financial theory is but an integral part of
fiqh or Mohammedan law in general. An explanation
of the origin of fiqh is, therefore, also an explanation of
the origin of Mohammedan financial theory. According
to the Mohammedan doctors fiqh has been derived from the
revealed sources of the Koran and the Prophetic conduct
or sunnah exclusively, in conformity with a body of prin-
ciples called usul-al-fiqh. This construction would seem to
preclude any foreign influence in the development of
Mohammedan law. It was, therefore, to these principles
collectively called usul-al-fiqh that we had to turn to deter-
mine how far they allowed foreign ideas to enter fiqh.

The three conventional parts of the Mohammedan
treatises on usul-al-fiqh are: (i) an introduction on the in-
terpretation of terms (tafstr wa ta'wll); (2) an explanation,
of the principles (arkan or usul) on the basis of which
Mohammedan law (fiqh} is derived from the above men-
tioned revealed sources; (3) an exposition of the values
(ahkam) or legal provisions so derived. Of these parts, the
first and third have been practically omitted. The first,
because as regards the question of the extent to which
foreign influences were allowed to enter the structure of fiqh,
it is, in comparison with the second, of negligible import-